
I almost decided not to put these thoughts 

out there for consideration, but, a recent 

death of a dear friend pushed me over the 

edge. 

 

If you’re like me, it will be real hard to dis-

tinguish between the two thoughts of my 

thematic question. That’s because I’m in-

consistent and I have a hard time seeing 

things from the perspective of others. Usu-

ally I’ll reflect on matters like this from my 

point of view because it seems that I know 

myself better than I know and/or under-

stand others. 

 

When I heard that it would be hard for a 

congregation to accept the death of its pas-

tor because he did everything for them I 

was prompted to ask “What’s wrong with 

this picture, if there is?” Instead of answer-

ing the question by analyzing the situation 

in that congregation, I thought perhaps it 

would be better to examine myself and my 

attitudes and relationships toward others. 

 

In the case of a pastor and his relationship 

to his congregation, fewer people will be 

able to relate to that because there are 

relatively few pastors and because there 

are mixed views of the roles of pastors and 

our expectations of them as called ser-

vants. On the other hand, if we think about 

this in terms of a marriage, or in the con-

text of parents and children it may be more 

readily understood and evocative. 

 

In review of this question I came across the 

following: “Taking someone for granted 

means not cherishing the things someone 

does for you)it means expecting every-

thing from someone and not giving the 

same in return)it means never being sat-

isfied with what one has and what one is 

offered and constantly wanting ’something 

else’)it means not appreciating a person 

for who they are)it means wanting them 

to be someone else)and unfortunately, 

more often than not, people don’t even re-

alize when they are taking something for 

granted)at least not until its too 

late.”  (Jason Lund’s explicitly open living 

blog. http://www.jason1365.com/about/ ) 

 

In the words of Jesus we are reminded: 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’

 
But I 

say to you, do not resist the evildoer.
 
But 

whoever strikes you on the
 
right cheek, 

turn the other to him as well. And if some-

one wants to sue you and to take your tu-

nic,
 
give him your coat also. And if anyone 

forces you to go one mile,
 
go with him two. 

Give to the one who asks you,
 
and do not 

reject
 
the one who wants to borrow from 

you." (Matthew 5:38-42, NET)  

 

With this passage we move from lack of 

appreciation for what one may do for you, 

to not being assertive enough to keep from 

losing your identity.  The bible has a few 

passages on this question: Exodus 22:22 

"Do not take advantage of a widow or an 

orphan. 

Continued on page 3... 

REMEMBER ... 
• Our services are broad-

cast on Hudson cable 
Channel 15 on 
Wednesday night at 
9:00PM and again on 
Thursday morning at 
9:00AM. 

• Check out our church 
web site at: <www.
emmanuelhudson.org> 

• Watch “Time of Grace” 
on TV Sunday mornings 
at 6:30 a.m. on FOX 9. 

• “Message from the Mas-
ter” airs on 1220 AM 
radio Sunday mornings 
at  7:30 a.m. 
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 Pastor’s Pen...  

 Being taken for granted and/or being taken 
advantage of…what’s the difference? 



Page 2 Church Newsletter 

When traveling this sum-
mer, remember that Jesus 
doesn’t take a vacation 
from you.  Remember to 
take time to worship our 
Lord while you enjoy your 
rest and relaxation.  It’s 
easy to find a WELS 
church wherever you go.  

Simply go to http://wels.locatorsearch.com to 
find a WELS church nearby.  Visiting a new 
church, meeting new people, and maybe even 
singing a new song can be a fun addition to your 
vacation too. 

WELS on 
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Leviticus 25:14 

" 'If you sell land to one of your countrymen or buy any 

from him, do not take advantage of each other." 

 

Leviticus 25:17 

Do not take advantage of each other, but fear your God. I 

am the LORD your God." 

 

Deuteronomy 24:14 

Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and 

needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or an alien living 

in one of your towns. 

 

If we have the attitude that is mean and is willing to exploit 

the willingness and eagerness to help on the part of our 

spouse or parent then it becomes reprehensible. It is sim-

ply selfish and wrong. Out of love and thanksgiving to the 

lord I am willing to do whatever it takes to help my kids, 

my wife, or someone who needs help. So, also, when the 

food shelf sends out the request for additional supplies for 

the needy, I want to take action and help supply their 

need. If, however, the recipients of the food stuffs I bring, 

for purely selfish reasons, refuse what is offered and de-

mand something different or “better” I think that is wrong.  

I think that then I am being taken advantage of. When my 

spouse complains about most everything that I do, (mine 

doesn’t, even though I may accuse her of it), or when my 

children are dissatisfied with the menus at the meals that 

mother prepares, those are examples of not having ap-

preciation for someone and taking advantage of them at 

the same time. When that happens it is neither good for 

me to experience, nor is it good for me to encourage such 

treatment from others. 

 

When a person gets a reality check on such things it often 

comes when it is too late to do anything about the selfish-

ness or the abuse. In a marriage one needs to constantly 

check to see that there is not lack of appreciation or ex-

ploitation of the love and devotion from one’s spouse. In 

families where a loving mother or father is taken advan-

tage of to cover up laziness, selfishness, greediness, and 

just plain meanness such individual family members have 

to examine their attitudes and take immediate corrective 

action. 

 

If the members of a congregation catch themselves won-

dering out loud who it is that will mow the lawn, set up the 

tables, do the bulletin, empty the garbage, and/or make 

sure that the thermostat is properly set, perhaps it’s time 

to ask the question: Are they taking advantage of or tak-

ing for granted those who are willing to share, serve, and 

support them. 

 
 

34
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35

By this 

all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another." 

John 13:34-35. Do we hear the 

marching orders that are given by 

Jesus? I think Emmanuel congre-

gation has a healthy attitude about 

these questions. My God keep us 

in love with Jesus and with one 

another.  

 

Pastor Kogler 

Pastor’s Pen Continued... 

Smile! 
We will be taking pictures for the church mem-
ber bulletin board in May, June, and July.  If 
you are a new member 
or if you are a  current 
member who would 
like to have their pho-
tos updated, please see 



 

 

 

 

 

Frederick A. Kogler, pastor 
Ann E. Winkler, preschool teacher 
Don Benisch, congregational president  

712 Grandview Drive 
(next to the Hudson YMCA) 
Hudson, Wisconsin  54016-1825 

Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church - Hudson, 

Phone: (715) 386-9851 
E-mail: pastor@emmanuelhudson.org 
web site:  www.emmanuelhudson.org 

... home of Joyful Noise 
Preschool 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and 

you will be saved …” 

 

 

 

 

 

Why we’re here ... 
 
     Emmanuel Lutheran exists to prepare peo-
ple for eternal life. The Bible presents two pos-
sible destinations when we die:  one is hell; the 
other is heaven. While people follow all sorts of 
ideas and philosophies to gain heaven (self-
denial, being a good person, etc.), the Bible 
gives us the only pathway to heaven: "Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved" (Acts 
16:31). Emmanuel Lutheran proclaims the 
truths of Holy Scripture, pointing always to Je-
sus Christ as our only Savior from sin -- our only 
path to heaven. 


